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MR. WEBSTER TO
DEPARTHENT OF STATE,
January 20th, 1842,
Eoward Bversrr, Beg., &c. e

Sin:—I regret 1o be obliged to acquamnt
you with a very serious occurrence, which

recently took place in a port of one of the
Bahama Islands.

Ttappears that the brig #Creole, of Rich-
mond, Virginia, Insor, mas tor, bound to
New Orleans, sailed {rom Hampton Roads
on the 27th of October last, with a cargo
of merchandise, principally tobaceo, 2nd
slaves,(about 135 in number;) that on the
evening of the 7th of November some of
the slaves rose vpon tie crew of the ves
sel, murdered a passenger, named Hewell,
who owned some ol the negroes, wounded
the Captain dangerously, and the first mute
and two of the crew severely; that the
slaves soon obtained complete possession
of the brig, which, under their direction,
was taken to the port of Naseau, in the is-|
land of New Providonce, where slic arrived
on the morning of the 9th of the same
monthy that at the request ol the Awmeri
can Consul in that place, the Governor or-
dered a guard on Loard, to prevent the es-
cape of the mutineers, and with 2 view to
investigation of the ecircumsiances ol the
case; that such investigntion was aceor-
dingly made by two British magisirates,
anthhm. an examination also took place by
the Consu! > that on the report of the mag-
istrates, nineteen of the slaves were impris-
oned by the local authorities as having been
concerned in the mutiny aad murder, and
their surrender to the Consul to he sent to
the U. States for trial of these erimes, was
refused, on the ground that the Governor
wished first to communicate with the Gov-
ernment in England on the subjeci; that
through the interference of the Colonial au-
thorities, and even before the military guard
was removed, the greater number of the
remaining slaves were liberated, and en
coursged to go beyond the power of the
master of the vessel, or the American Con-
sul, by proceedings which neither of them
cou'd control, This is the substance ol
the case, ns stated in two protests, one
made at Nassuu and one nt New Orleans,
and the Consul’s letter's letters, together
with sundry depositions taken hy him, cop-
ies of all whiel papers are herewith trans.
mitted.

The British Government cannot bul see
that this case, as presented in these papers,
is one ecalling loudly for redrvess. The
siCreole’ was passing from one port of the
United States to another, in 1 voyage per-
fectly lawful, with merchandise on board,
and also with slaves, or persons bound to
service, natives of America, and belonging
to American citizens, and which are recog-
nised as property by the Constitution of the
United States in those States in which sla.
very exists, In the course of the voyage
nome of the slaves rose upon the master
ond crew, subdued them, murdured one
man, and cansed the vessel to be carried in-
to Nassau. 'The vessel was thus taken to
a British porty, not voluntarily, oy t!
who bad the lawful autherity over her, Lu
forcibly and violently, against the mastes's
will, and with the consent of nobody bul
the mutineers and murderers: for thera s nn
evidence that these outrages were comimnil-
ted with the concurrence of any of the
glaves, except those actually engaged in
them. Under these circumstances, it would
seem to have been the plnin and obvious du-
ty of the authorities at Nassua, the port
of a friendly Power, 1o assist the Amerienn
Consul in putting an end to the captivity
of the master and eresw, restoring 1o them
the control of the vessel,and enabling then
to resume their vovage, and to take the
mutineers and murderers te their own coun-
try to answer for their crimes Lelore the
proper tribunal.  One cannot conceive how
any other ecourse could justly be adopted,
or how the duties imposed by that part of
the code regulnung the intercourseof friend-
lv States, which is generally ealled the enm
ivv of Nations, could otherwize be fulfilled,
{1 .ra was no violation of British Inws at-
tempted ar intended on the part of the mas.

nse

of the principles of the law of nations,—
The vessel waslawfully engaged in passing
trom port to port, in the United States,—
By violepce and eciime she was carried,
ag'aimn the mnster's will,out ot her course,
into the port of niriendly Power.  All wus
the result of force.

Certainly, mdinary comity and hospitali-
tv entitled him to such assistance from the
authorities of the place as should enable
him to resume and prosecute his voyage,
and bring the offenders to justice. But,
instend of this, il the facts be asrepresents
in these papers, not only did the authoritie-
give no nid for such purpose, but they did
actunlly interfere to set {ree the slaves, nnd
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to enable them to disperse thBmselves be-
yond the reach of the master ol the vessel
or their owners. A proceeding hite this
cannot but cause deep feeling in the United
States. [t has been my purpose Lo write
you at length on this subjecty in order that
voumay lay before the Government ol Her
Majesty fully, nnd without reserve, the
views entertained upon it by that of the
United Stntes, and the grounds on which
those views are tnken. Hut the early re
turn of the packet precludes the opportue
nity of going thus into the ease in this des-
patch: and as Lord Ashburton may shortly
be expected here, it may be better to enter
fully into it with kimy, 11 lus power shall be
broad enongh to embrace it,  Some know-
ledge of the case will have reachod Eng-
land before his departure, and very proba-
bly his Government may have given him
mstructions,  Bat [ request, nevertheless,
that you lose no time in calling Lord Aber
deen's attention to it in a general manner
and giving him a narrative of the transac-

tion, such as may be framed from the pa-
pers now communicated, with a distinet de-
clarntion that if the facts turn out as stated,
this Government thinks it a elear case for|
indenmification. |
You will see that in his letter of the 7th
of January, 1837, to Mr. Stevenson, res-|
pecting the claim for compensation in the|
cases of the “Come!." 4 Encomium,” and |
“Enterprise,” Lord Palmerston says that,|
&1, M.'s Government is of opinion that the |
rule by which these claims should be deci-|
ded is, that thaose claimants must be consid- |
ered entitled to compensation who were |
lawlally in possessin of their slaves within |
the British territory, and who wera disti .'
hed in their legol-possession of functionn
ties of the Biush Government,”' '
mission is broad enough o cover 1t
ol the Creole, i its gireutnstunces are ¢or-
rectly stated. DBut it doed not extend t |
what we consider the true dostrine, aecor
ding to the laws and usages ol natwns;
and, therelore, eannot ba nequiesced in, ns
the exactly correct general rule, It ap-
pears o this Government that not only 15|
no unfriendly interference by the locel au I
thorities to be allowed, but that aid and sue-
cor should be extended in these, ns in other
enses which may arise, afiecting the inter-
ests of citizens of friendly statea, |
We know #o ground on which it is just |
to say that these colored people hnd come
within, and were within, British !ul‘!l'.n-\
ry, in such sense as that the laws of Iin-._:-[
land affecting and regulating the conditions |
of persons could properly act upoen them.
As has been already saidy they were not
there voluntari!y; no human being belong-
ing to the vessel was within Briush territo-
ry of his own accord, except the mutineers,
There Leing no importation, nor intent of
importation, what right had the British au-
thorities to inqure into the eargo of the ves
sel, or the condition of persons on board?|
These persons might be slaves for life;)
they might be slaves lor a term of vears,
under=a system of apprenticeship; they
might ke bound to service by their own vol.
untary act; they might be in confinemen!
for crimes committeds they might be pris-
oners of war; or they might be iree.  How
sould the British authoriues look into and
decide any of these questions? Or, in-
deed, what duty or power, nccording to |I||'-i
principles of nationul interaonrse, had they
to inquire at all? If, indeed, without un-
friendly interference, and notwithstanding
the fulitiment of all their duties of eomity |
and assistance, “_l' these nuthorities,
master of the vessel could not retain the
persons, nor prevent their ascape, then it
would be a different question altogether,
whether resort could be had to DBrivsh tri-
bunals, or the power ol the Government
in any of its branches to compel their ap-
;nehet:niu!’t and restoration. No one com-
plains thut Boglish law shall decide the con-
dition of all persons acuully incorporoted
with British pepulation, unless there be o
treaty stipulation mukiog other provision |
for special cuses. But in the case of the
nCreole’ thie culored persons were still
board an American vessel, that vessel hav-
ing been [oreibly put out of the course ol
her voyage by mutiny; the master desiving
still 1o resume ity and ealling upon the Con- |
sul ot his Government resudent at the place |
and upon the local authorities to enable hiun
80 10 U0, I-}' ‘lt't.’illg himy from the I prisun
ment to which mutiny and murder had sub- |
jected him with such necessary aid and as |
sislonce as are usual in intilla'u"\' CaASes n::
disaster at sea. These persons, then, can-
not be regarded as bLeing mixed with the
British people, or as huving changed their |
character at all, either inregard 1o country
or personal condivon, It
than just to consider the vessel as stll on
her voyage, und entitled to the succor due
to other cases of distress, whether arising,
from aceident or outrage. And that no
other view ol the subject can be true,is ev-
ident from the very awkward position in

|
|
!

the

Wis no more |

- : 9 l fone with them!?
ter of the »Creole,” nor any inlnngement |

which the locul nuthorities huve placed then
Fovernment, 10 re sp el to the mutineers
atill held in imprisonment.  What is

Huow are they o be j
ished?  The English Government will prob-
ably mot undertuke theie ol o
ment: end of what use would 1t be (o send
them to the United Sttes, separated from |
their ship, and ot a period so lute as that,y 1t
they should be sent, belore g4
could be insututed against tnem the witnes-
ey Iili‘:!lt L :~~".i.'.r1‘|,'-1 over hall the gl
One of the highest offences known to hu-|
mon law is thus hikely to go altogether un-
punished,

In the note of Lord Palmerston to Mr,
Stevenson, sbove relerred to, his Lordship
suid, #that sluvery leing now abolished
throughout the British empire, there can by
no well lounded clinm for compensution
reapect ol slaves who, under uny

Woputkisii

procevdi

AFILHY

cheun- |
|

stanees, may come wto the Britigh eolomes
ny more than thers would be with respect
who might ba
:i'n'_"{l"u.“ | |“I'-'-" =\N!'.' {{4] :-'-rl'lfk npsn
thig thot the Government of the Unit
States sces no pgrovnd for any distinction
founded on an alteration of Brtish lnw
We do not consider that the
fquestion ufr-p-'nlls- at all on the stnte of Bri-
tish lasy,  Itis not that in I
active agency ol British law i3 invoked and
refused; it s, that anlviendly nterferenne
i8 deprecated, and those gond offices and
Iy mmil_\' assisinneas expecind whicha Gov.
ernment usnally alfodds to eitizens of o
triendiy Power when instances occur of
di<aster and digtress,

All the United States require in these ca.
seg, they u.-_~ni-14-53u---r, in the ports ol -
land, us well as in those of her eolonies.
Sarely, the influence of loeal law eannot
iffect the relations of nations in any such
manner as thya, ’

Suppose an American vessel, with slaves
lawfully on board, were to be eaptured by
a British erviser, as belonging to some bel-
ligerent, while the United States wera al
peitce; suppose such prize carried into
England, and the neutrality of the wvesse!
fully made out in the proceedings in Admi-
ralty, nnd a restoration c-mw«-[m-ntl'\: de-
creed—in such case, must not the slave be
testored exactly in the condition in which
they were when the capture was made?
Would any one contend that the fuet ol
their having been carried into England by
toren sot them free. - .

No alteration o! her own loea! lnws can
either inerense

to klives brovght into the

the colonies,

such cases t

or duninish, or in any way
ity the duty of the English Government
1t coloninl .

I nsen board tf Wreola” ud
have b regarded o8 A

from one port of the United 8 )
ither, withiin the reach ol Qritish auth

ity only tor
faree and violence.

the moment, and (His oniy by

L sa0k Lo give githier

to persons or properiy thus brougit within
reachH ol an I‘;Th! ishoeharnctery or to impist
oy either Finglish privileges, or fo subjoct

either to Enclish burdens or lizbili

noty in the opirion ol the Government
he United States, be . o
that by the lnw of England all blne
slaves atd incapable of nntv othercandi
it persons of that eolory free in the
States, should, in attempting to
vhe port to another ia their own éod
be thrown by stress of weather within Buy-
tish jurisdicuonnd there be detained for an
hour or a day, would it be reasonable that
British authority should be made 1o act
apon their condition, and to
siaves.

Or suppnse that an articla ol

justl

muake them

merchan-

dise, opiun for instance, should be declared

niEaancey i

hv the United States to be a
poison, o thing in which n

liwituliv exist or be

that an JFnglish ship \
bonrid, bound from vae English port ta sino-
uld be driven by st
or by mutiny of the crew into the ports ol
the United States, would it be held justand

thery s 12y

I'ess Wealner,

reasonable that such eareo should receive
its character {from Amerncan law, and be
thrown overboard and destroyed by the
Americen authorities? It is vain that any

ittempt is miade to answe
Oy appeaung o
manity. This isa point in regurd to which
natidis st e |_--~|i='h'1l 1o act apon dil-
ferent views, it they

views,and unde e
ditinn, nnd yet hold commarcial interconrss
with one anoather, or not hold any sush io-
tereourse at nlls It may be added, thst all
attemptis by the Government ol
to the influence of its laws on that ol dAno-
thery tor any object whatever, g
teat their own .I urposes by producing dis-
satisfaction, resentineat and exa

thoape s opelions

generat poncipie al -

entertsin  difepen!

Lty eXislang ol

e naliod

nernlly des

peryiton.

Hetter i 11, far better in all respects, tha
ench nation should Le left without interter-
{ence o annovance, direct or indirect, Lo its
undoubted | right ol axercising 115 own |
judament in rezard to all things Lélonging
10 1ts domestie mterests and domestic d u-
fiees

-lnl ‘A ATE I saniaral o stdarationeg ef
ereare two general considerations ol the

i!‘._’ 1est I'I geticnhl l:.’IE' wtance, Lo wli h You
| willy in the proper manner. invite the at- |
tention nf her Majesty's Government.

The first is, that, a3 civihizatioa hns made
oss i Yhe world, the int
nations lins become more apd more inde
pendent of dillarent lerms of government
and ditferent systems ol law or rebgion.
It is not now, as It was in ancient tines,
that every loreigner is considered as there
fore an enemy, and thal, as seon as he
comes into the country, he may be lawlul-
[y treated as u slave; nor s the modern in-
Lareourse ol states earried on maapiv, or at
ally lor the purpose ol W POSINGD, by one na-
tion on another, new forms ol civil governs
ment, new ru
of domnestiec rep

:‘t'ng ‘urse of

§ 0F property, or uew modes
lagion,  'he

wond ure regarded ns wWiioi-

munines of the

v independent, eacn entitjed to maritalg
its own system of law and Government,
while all, in their mutuasl intersourse,

undorstood to sabmit 1o the esin lieid riades
wnd prineiples goverming sucl %
Aud the perfecting of this systemn ol coti-
manteation amoeng |.:|.'!~_|u¢- requires Lhe

strictest application of the doetrine ol

Rad 5
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| nnd thut v owidedv does thng Instsmien ioneg
difference vxiend g llaenee, that withon
the « cpEe Lo | ullest extent ol the dans
{IFinn ol n immtalpreneas i | i shatin.

nee | ny tiang nlfeetn nther's |

L domestie regalitions, the pence of the tan
| eountries, and therelore the peace of the

L whole warlds will be alwnvs in danger.

| The Dahamns [British possessions) push

Of that sdministration, its character, itz
purposes,
beeome me to eav little,
which have happe ned, an
cumsatances which surround i1, it

ar its hopes of suco g, It mavy

In the events

\ asks one
! am the American people; and that|
E fair tnal. I they  will proteet i
against the effects of unjust denuncintions
[ m advance, and judge of its merits or de- l

'1'151_

d elves nenr to the shor '-II'T the United | merits, as they may be diselosed in the se-
-1 4 i 4 s ¥ ] e rin ot 3 . i 3 . o
Stiates, ‘.mul thus |1e alimost H Hyan the |quel, it will bave no right o l'..muiuf‘un ni!
uurtrn of that great part of thewr consting | the final judgment of the country |
B« e daubiline the enne of Flori 8 | { Y
|‘1 iflic, which, doubling the enpe of Floridu, Letit be Judgod by its measures, by the |
| 168 the cities of the Atluntic with the {degiee of care it shall manifest 1 s maintain
[poria and harbors on the goll of Mexioo |[the honor and interest of the United

nnd the great eommercinl smporivm on the
Bri-
tish possessions are sitnated are sens of shal-
[1ow water, full of reeis and sandbyes, sub-
[Ject to violent action of the winds, and to
{the nmtations caused Ly the gulf stream.
They must always, therefore, be of danger-
ous navigation, and sceidentys must be ox-
'ip:-r'hui requently to occur, such as will
cause Americun vessels to he wrecked on
Bertish islands, or compel them to seck
ishalter in British ports. It s quite essen-
tinl that the munner in which such vessels,
their erews, nndd cargoes, 1 wWhinlever such
| cargoes consist, are to boe treated, in these
leases of misfortune and distress, should be
{clearly and fuily known,

You are sequuinted with the corresponed-
ence which ok ploce a few vears agn, be-
tween the Ameriesn and English Govern-
ments, respecting the cases of the * Enter-
prive” the Copor g 3 b

|
| Mississippr.  The seas in which these

A - |
willd I a—ia

I call vour attention to the Journal of the |

| Senate of the Unoed Siates, contining res-

{olutions unanimonsty adopted by thit tdy

respecting those cases,  Thess resolutions,
| Lelieve, have already been brought 1o the
notee ol Majesty s Governmeant, bat 1t |
Moy ba w ar Uie rosnluty e
#snn V R LL B 1 i dhioyiid be
I T n acveried 1o, ‘l Ul Wl fine e res
uHong, of conrseamong (he ducimenis reg-
altrly thansmn to the lganon. and th
iehates in the newspapers with whigh it
s wlso been sapphed from g Depngt |
nEnt.
I Yon '

jesty’s Governmcenty vou wil seek o - I

with a 1l convietion of the d:

| press i1t

| gerous unportance tn the E.v'.-_u e nt the twa

ws of occurrencies of thig kind,
cile nn

whic !'l tiey Qive

ang
e questions to

| ol
the o
|

| & e
ILETTER OF D. WEBSTER—READ
AT THE TYLER DINNER.
DELPITTA.
I Wastnsaros, Peb. 10t 1542,
GexTeeves—It would give me much
| pleasure to 1nin you in your praposed com.
memoration of the Birth dav of W ¢
Lton, but public dutics llr-'=1 1
satisfaction,
|  Everv revolving vear evinees, more and
irn re elearly, the wisdom and
|

virine, nnad
patriotism of that illustrious man; and i
stead of offtring you any sentiments ol my

fu'.\'n. to be announced at Your caisuration,
(will you allow me to transeribe a para-
romn his 'arewell Addreass!
e unity of Government which eon-
v oo peaple, is alss now dear 1o
vou. 1t ts justly so, for it 18 a main piliar

'II.I the edifice of vour real independence
the support of your tranquility at home,
,.\'-_-!1.[‘ peace alyroad, -if your SR .':.‘ -11. Vo
[ I.f.,..!n-r'.l‘\_ of that very liberty, whieli vou
<o highly prize.  Butasiuis easy to fore-
see, that (rom different causes, amnd fron
different quarters, mu b paina will be tak.
many artitices emploved, 1o weal

| minda the convietion of this trth—as this
i puint in your politieal i

is the 3 for
against which the batteries of internal aned

external enemics will be most constanily
and aztively, (though ofien eovertly and in.

‘;i=III"'I-]_\") directed—it is of iulinie
ment that you should properl
in|“|!'ﬂ\‘:' \".!l'll_‘ lll‘ ‘\""ll‘ |',‘!|-".'!"|.| !J:|;_ n Lo
vour collective and individual happiness;
| that you should ch rish a cordial, hiabitual,

ines-
v estimate the

and immoveable attachment to i, aceustom-
ing yourselves 1o think and speak of i1, as
and

a palladium of your political safety
prosperity: watching for its pres
with  jealous anxiety:  discount
| whatever may suggest even a suspicy
it can in any event be abandoned;
dignantly frowning upon the first dawning
[of every attempt to alienate any portion of
our country from the rest or to enfeeble the
sacred ties which now link together the va-
| rious parts.”

I There ig no one of these sentiments, gen-
tlemen, which does not enter intn. my con-

victions, and sink deep  into

'l.h"}‘ have constituted. and so

live, will constitute, the

Irincipe

litical conduct, whethier in pulili

o, 1 we ean maintain those
iF we can ke ep el sigem nt, high,
| enre, and unsknken, in the ailoetion ol tl
[ \"'-i-'i‘lll!-'('{':i:. we need not [2ar that pat.
| ri n and good counsels will bring th
| country, triumphantly, out ef all dilhicul

ties, and carry it onward in its brght ca-
itervention ol uny with the domestic o !4.1 rof [“"""'i":”“ and renown,  But o those
Cerns o eliers. | sentiments shall'be abandoned, there will
The other is, that the United Sintes and | como consequences, amidst which 1 know
Buogland, now by far the two greatest com- | not on what plank patriotism may hopa to
mercial nations in the world, touch e | stand, forits last efiort, or how the v
other both by sea and land at alinost tanu- |of the wisest counsels may expect ta b
merable !.l!!!,:.‘-, and with sy wlens vl gener- l]:!':il‘tl.‘lhn\t- t1.ll' howling ot th :"flll'lll,
al jovispiudenee essenlially uhke, vet dils | Your invitation intunates, gentlemen,
[ terine i the forms of their covernment and {u at the company will ba composed of the
in their laws respecting person itude; | fricnds of ident Tyler's administration

PHILA- |

| States in their Foreign Relations; by the |
disposition it shall evinee toward a reason-
table provision for public defence, on the
{land and on the water; by its reeommenda-
| tions on the great “TjE\J-' of revenue and |
i ffnance: by me co.operation in all practical|
moans of retrenchiment and reform; by 11s
[impartial regard to all interests, and all|
| parts, of the conntry; and above all, by its
rr'.'nu_-lni'ranr--. or its forgetfulness,
solemn admonition  of Hiw, whose ever-
| glorivns nume and serviees vou commerno-
{rate, that the main piliar of our Indepen.|
| dence, prosperity, and happinese, will eve
{ be found to be, that “Uasty of Guvernment
which conslitutes one ’Jf '1‘,'1"&,"“
I am, gentlemen, your obliged friend and

D. WEBSTER.
RETRENCHMENT, AND

| fallow-citizen,
|

THE TARIFFE,

REFORM, &c
. . ‘l' -
: In Sensate, March 1
| Tz S on proguedad A LIALT
tion of the lollowing resol sabmitied by
ar . I 5 ' b
Mr. Coav wevaral weeks since, viz
| 1. Resolved, Thet it i the doty of the Ganes
Government, in conducting its adm n.straton, w0
|
4 . itn i i
T o
ey expedie
BE. L0 SR
Ly |}'.1=r.--
wika! andaHoel
2. Reso ,
N 1 * ila
witholit ndsptine s hielier cate than LWty ne
Pravidad | n tha LComprninsy a
JASEAES WAS supp wed
it would supply a suffy
TR, S
LT | JINIMISLrALOnN
e, That g 0 utics
4 he nugmentsd Heyond
r cantl, &0 g5 o pr uge &

wv-siz mitlions of dollurs—
wrdinary eaponses of Govern

ment, two lar tne payim

n

¢ exisiiog debt,

ind two mnilllons 48 & reserved fund for
gencies.
(4. Hesolved, That in the edjnpstment o

i ..I. ins

~f
]

raae an amount i twent

[enue, the principles of the Compramise act ¢
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